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French coast, that is, well within range of an attack by air.
The future attack on England will be by air, and that is
why she is so nervous about the growth of the French air
force.
Malta.
Let us turn to the Mediterranean. At the western
entrance lies Gibraltar, farther east and to the south of
Sicily lies the island of Malta, where there is a naval base.
Our flotillas dispatched to Europe during the Great War
operated from it. It is 2000 miles from England and, until
the new base at Singapore is finished, will remain the only
place on the way to the Far East where a large capital ship
can be docked. Since it was annexed by England in 1814,
its possession has been an essential factor in her retention
of the command of the Mediterranean. Its strategical value
lies in the fact of its proximity to Asia, Africa, and Europe,
and in the part it can play in the protection of the Suez
Canal. England has attached great importance to it, but
now that attack by air from the Continent of Europe has
been so greatly facilitated by improvements in aircraft
its value is considerably less. As a base, however, it is still
of great importance to a British Fleet operating in the
Mediterranean.
Gibraltar.
Gibraltar ranks next in importance in the Mediterranean
to Malta. There is one small dock and three graving docks
which cannot take a modern large ship that is bulged. It
is heavily fortified, both on the landward and the seaward
sides, but with modern developments in aircraft and
submarines it does not completely command the straits.
Its forts, however, acting in co-operation with aircraft and
submarines, could make the passage of them highly danger-
ous by day or night. To that extent its possession helps to
secure to England command of the Mediterranean and the
control of the sea-route from the Western to the Eastern
Ocean.
The place could be bombarded from Spain by indirect
fire over the mountains. And its strategical value to England
depends, in considerable degree, on the state of her relations
with that country. That is why England wanted to build an
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